[Demonstration of specific antibodies against diethylstilbestrol during treatment of prostatic cancer].
Antibodies against diethylstilboestrol were detected in prostatic cancer patients treated with diethylstilboestrol (DES). Direct radioimmunoassay (DRIA) was performed in 109 patients divided into three groups: a control group of 33 patients (group I), a group of 38 patients treated by DES and free of cardiovascular complications (group II), and a group of 38 patients treated by DES with cardiovascular complications (group III). Antibody count was significantly higher in group III than in the two other groups (p less than 0.05). These results suggest that DES antibodies may play a role in estrogen-associated cardiovascular toxicity. For this reason, DES should not be used in patients with a positive assay.